Ghent Workgroup Opens Worldwide Survey on Cross Media
 
Calls on publishing and production professionals to lend expertise at pivotal point in cross media 
technology development
 
Ghent Workgroup members will donate to international literacy charity for every survey completed 

October 12, 2011 -- The Ghent Workgroup (GWG) Cross Media Subcommittee is calling on publishing, production and creative professionals to participate in the second phase of its milestone Cross Media Standards and Best Practices Survey, available immediately at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GWG_Cross_Media_Survey. Findings will be used to identify needs and develop new standards and best practices for publishing, creation, processing, workflow, exchange and output in cross media environments.

The Cross Media Standards and Best Practices Survey averages 10 minutes to complete. Sections include:
· General questions, to uncover respondents' current involvement in cross-media 
· Receiving, creating, interoperability and sending mixed media jobs 
· Flow 
· File formats: XML, ePub, PDF
· Metadata and validation 
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"Cross-media publishing has taken off with the recent proliferation of mobile devices," says Bart Van Looy, the ICT DTP Publishing Project Leader at Sanoma Media who serves as co-Chairman of the GWG Cross Media subcommittee, and is the author of the Survey. "It's essential that we get input from the industry's key stakeholders so that the GWG can help solve some of the problems creatives and publishers are encountering with cross media."
 
The survey covers general questions; and asks about receiving, creating and sending mixed-media jobs, specific workflow issues, and file formats used today and, potentially, tomorrow.
 
"The GWG and its members have an outstanding track-record and the right user base to help streamline and standardize tough processes in publishing workflows," says Van Looy. "We hope to do the same for cross media, based in part on the results of this survey."
 
The Workgroup expects to release findings in Q1 2012.
 
Cross Media Survey Toolkit for Enhanced Distribution
If individuals have access to relevant organizations that have employees or other associates who can participate in the Survey, the Ghent Workgroup encourages use of its Marketing/Social Media Toolkit to "spread the word" with ease. Contact smith@helenesmith.com to obtain the link to supporting materials.
 
About the Cross Media Subcommittee
The rise in use of mobile computing/communications/reading devices has simultaneously increased requirements for content and effective/efficient production and delivery.
 
The GWG Cross Media Subcommittee has been established to review the use of technology to determine if new specifications/standards, best practices, and/or use of other formats (XML, PDF, ePub) are needed to guarantee quality and accuracy control of cross media files as they proceed through creation, processing, exchange and output workflows in these environments.
 
About the Ghent Workgroup
The Ghent Workgroup, formed in June 2002, is an international assembly of industry associations and suppliers from across Europe and the United States. The Ghent Workgroup's objective is to establish and disseminate process specifications for best practices in graphic arts workflows. Since its inception nine years ago, the organization has consistently produced numerous process specifications for PDF dissemination as well as developing useful tools for automating processes and establishing consistent PDFs for print and publishing - all available free at:  www.gwg.org.  
Members are comprised of graphic arts organizations including: AIDO, Adobe Systems Incorporated, AdStream Pty Ltd, Agfa Graphics, Associated Newspapers, bleuprocess, BPIF - British Printing Industries Federation, BVDM - Bundesverband Druck und Medien e.V., callas Software GmbH, NUV - Cebucco, CGS Publishing Technologies International GmbH, CMBO - Brancheorganisatie voor de communicatiemedia, Dalim Software GmbH, DDPFF - Den Danske Presses Fællesindkøbs-Forening, Eastman Kodak Company/Graphic Communications Group, EFI, Enfocus bvba, ERA - European Rotogravure Association e.V., EskoArtwork, FE Burman, Febelgra VZW, FESPA Ltd, Four Pees bvba, FTA, GMG GmbH & C° KG, IDEAlliance, Inc., Litografia Rosés, S.A., Médiagraf, Medibel+ VZW, One Vision Software AG, PDFX-Ready, Phototype, Printing Industries of America, PublishingTools4You, Quark, rotasjon.no, Remote Director, Ryerson University, Sagamgraphic, Sanoma Magazines Belgium NV, Screen Europe BV, soluzionisubito, Square, Taga Italia, UNIC, University of Wuppertal, VIGC - Vlaams Innovatiecentrum voor Grafische Communicatie vzw, VSD - Verband der Schweizer Druckindustrie.
For more information about the GWG, visit  www.gwg.org.
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